Nutley Conservation Group
Annual Report 2009 - 2010
Established in 2004, the aims of the group remain:

1. To promote the conservation, protection and improvement of the physical and natural environment in Nutley and its surrounding area.

2. To arouse interest in proposed developments so that proposals can be discussed and views expressed before decisions are taken.

3. To co-operate with other organisations, both local and national, that have similar views as the group, in order to further the long term interests of Nutley residents.

The full committee aims to meet monthly and has met 9 times since the last AGM.

In July 2009 we submitted our formal response to WDC’s Local Development Framework core strategy spatial development options consultation.

The group continues to monitor planning applications and comment if appropriate. On occasions we are consulted prior to applications being submitted.  More usually we are asked to lend support to individuals or bodies opposing submitted applications.
Village appearance is now established as a key focus for the group. We would encourage everyone to take a pride in our village and to raise issues with the parish council so that action can be requested of the relevant body eg ESCC, WDC, Conservators or householders. Our activities this year have included hedge planting to the western boundary of the Memorial Hall car park and to the northern boundary of the school playing fields, siding of footways to sections of the High Street, hedge cutting to the Memorial Hall car park and assistance with hedge cutting, tree felling and general tidying of the churchyard.
We have provided members to join ESCC’s Rights of Way Volunteer Group to help keep public rights of way in good order. One committee member is assisting MPC with risk assessments as part of their emergency action plan. We carried out an inspection of footways, carriageways and verges in Nutley before meeting with MPC to give ESCC a ‘wish list’ of works for their village maintenance gangs. Given the certain cuts to local government finances for the immediate future it is evident that ESCC and WDC have to review levels of service provision which means that we will all have to take more responsibility for our environment. To this end we will be seeking volunteers to assist with other similar works around the village. We are privileged to live in such a beautiful location so let’s continue to work to protect our environment. 

Sales of our village map have been steady throughout the year and have contributed to our funds. Maps are available from committee members or from Whitewood Store.
Finally I would like to thank all members of the Group for their continuing support and especially the committee for their commitment to our village. 

David Hutchinson

Chairman
